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Drought Tolerant Plants

KEEP IN MIND: Even drought-tolerant plants need regular watering for the first two years to establish 
a strong root system.

          PART SUN - Full sun in mornings and late afternoon; shade at noon and the hottest part of the day. 

          FULL SHADE - These plants will often burn in direct sunlight, and thrive in 6 or more hours of shade.

Ageratum houstonianum / Floss flower

Bidens / Bidens

Cleome hassleriana / Spider flower

Centaurea cyanus / Bachelor’s Button

Cosmos / Cosmos

Diascia barberae / Twinspur

Gazanias / Gazania

Gomphrena globosa / Globe Amaranth

Lantana / Lantana

Portulaca / Moss Rose

Senecio cinerara / Dusty Miller

   ANNUALS

Allium (some) Allium / Ornamental Onion

Camassia / Camas

Crocus / Crocus

Cyclamen species / Hardy Cyclamen

Narcissus (most) / Daffodil

Tulipa species / Species Tulips

   BULBS (Tolerate summer drought while dormant)

Bouteloua / Grama Grass

Cortaderia / Pampas Grass

Festuca glauca / Blue Fescue

Helictrotichon / Blue Oat Grass

Pennisetum alopecuroides / Fountain Grass

Stipa gigantea / Giant Feather Grass

Stipa tenuissima Mexican / Feather Grass

   GRASSES

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi / Kinnikinnick

Ceanothus Point / Reyes Ceanothus

Cotoneaster / Cotoneaster, Bearberry

Euonymus fortunei / Winter Creeper

Gaultheria shallon / Salal

Hypericum / St. John’s Wort

Muehlenbeckia / Wire Vine

Raoulia / Scabwort

Rubus calycinoides  /Creeping Raspberry

Scleranthus/ Australian Astroturf

Thymus Thyme

Vinca minor / Periwinkle

   GROUNDCOVERS 
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Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree

Arctostaphylos Manzanita

Aucuba Aucuba

Berberis Barberry

Buddleia Butterfly Bush

Caesalpinia Yellow / Bird of Paradise Bush

Callistemon / Bottlebrushr

Ceanothus / California Lilac

Chaenomeles japonica / Flowering Quince

Cistus / Rock Rose

   SHRUBS

Achillea / Yarrow

Agastache / Anise Hyssop

Anemone / Japanese Anemone

Antennaria/ Pussy Toes

Anthemis / Marguerite

Artemisia / Silver Sage, Wormwood

Baptisia / False Indigo

Bergenia / Bergenia, Pigsqueak

Calamintha / Calamint

Campanula / Campanula, Bellflower

Centaurea / Bachelor’s Buttons

Centranthus / Jupiter’s Beard

Cerastium / Snow-in-Summer

Coreopsis / Tickseed

Delosperma / Ice Plant

Dianthus (some) / Dianthus, Carnation

Dicentra spectabilis / Bleeding heart

Echinacea (some) / Coneflower

Echinops / Globe Thistle

Epimedium (most) / Epimediumt

Erigeron / Fleabane

Eryngium / Sea Holly

Euphorbia (some) / Spurge

Gaura / Gaura

Geranium species / Granesbill, Hardy Geranium

Helianthemum / Sun Rose

Helleborus (most) / Hellebore, Christmas Rose

Hemerocallis / Daylily

Hyssopus / Hyssop

Iberis / Candytuft

Kniphofia / Red Hot Poker

Lavandula / Lavender

Leontopodium / Edelweiss

Leucanthemum / Shasta daisy

Lewisia / Lewisia

Lychnis / Rose Campion

Nepeta / Catmint

Oenothera / Evening Primrose

Origanum / Oregano

Penstemon / Beard-Tongue

Perovskia / Russian Sage

Rosmarinus / Rosemary

Rudbeckia / Black-Eyed Susan

Salvia (most) / Salvia, Sage

Santolina / Lavender Cotton

Saponaria / Soapwort, Bouncing Bet

Sedum / Stonecrop

Sempervivum / Hen-and-Chicks
  

   PERENNIALS
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Corokia / Wire Bush

Cotinus / Smoke Tree

Cotoneaster / Cotoneaster

Eleagnus / Silverberry

Gaultheria shallon / Salal

Garrya eliptica / Silk-Tassel Bush

Grevillea / Grevillea

Hebe / Hebe

Hibiscus syriacus / Rose of Sharon

Ilex crenata / Japanese Holly

Juniperus spp. / Juniper

Laurus nobilis / Bay Laurel

Mahonia / Mahonia, Oregon Grape

Myrica californica / California Wax Myrtle

Nandina domestica / Heavenly Bamboo

Osmanthus / Osmanthus, Sweet Olive

Phormium tenax / New Zealand Flax

Physocarpus / Ninebark

Podocarpus / Plum Pine, Yew Pine

Photinia / Photinia

Potentilla / Cinquefoil

Prunus lusitanica / Portugese Laurel

Pyracantha / Firethorn

Rhus / Sumac

Ribes sanguineum / Red-flowering Currant

Rosa rugosa / Rosa rugosa

Rosmarinus officinalis / Rosemary

Sarcococca / Sweet Box

Senecio greyi / Daisy Bush

Vaccinium ovatum / Evergreen Huckleberryy

Viburnum davidii / Evergreen Viburnum

Viburnum tinus / Laurustinus

Yucca / Yucca

   SHRUBS

Abies / Fir

Calocedrus decurrens / Incense Cedar

Cedrus deodara / Deodar Cedar

Cercis canadensis / Eastern Redbud

Chamaecyparis Hinoki / Cypress, Alaska Cedar

Crataegus spp. / Hawthorn

Cupressus / Cypress

Gymnocladus dioicus / Coffee Tree

Lagerstroemia indica / Crape Myrtle

Malus spp. / Flowering Crabapple

Olea Olive

Picea / Spruce

Pinus / Pine

Quercus / Oak

Robinia / Locust

Sorbus aucuparia / Mountain Ash

Sequoiadendron giganteum / Giant Sequoia

Thuja / Arborvitae

Ulmus / Elm

Taxus baccata spp. / Yew

   TREES


